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• GHG emissions

• Temp response to GHGs

5

• Temp response to GHGs

• Ice melt response to temp

(Graphs Rahmstorf et al 2007)



Primacy:
• Protecting the coastal environment
• Sustainable use of environment and 

resources
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resources

96% of coastline in public ownership



• Settlements near beaches, estuaries
• Communities affected by risks
• Very high cost: emergency response, 

disaster relief, community disadvantage 
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disaster relief, community disadvantage 
if not managed well

• Concern by owners – uncertainty, need 
to make decisions – political risk

• Often built assets behind 200 m strip
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Terrigal, NSW, 1978 8



�	1	�����	���4���

Lauderdale Tas, 1976
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• Much of the development that will be 
affected by climate change already exists

• New settlements we build today will need 
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• New settlements we build today will need 
to adapt in the future



Victorian Coastal Strategy, Policy 2.1.7:
New development that may be at risk from 
future sea level rise and storm surge 

6�0��������


12

future sea level rise and storm surge 
events will not be protected by the 
expenditure of public funds.



• Risks from the sea to coastal assets 
should be actively managed to keep 
them at acceptable levels 
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• Property owners and others 
benefiting from risk management 
should bear the cost. 



• Obligatory
• Collective / community based
• Acceptable risk
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• Acceptable risk



• If not, unmanaged/undermanaged
• If undermanaged – high public cost
• If risks acceptable – no costs; if not a 
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• If risks acceptable – no costs; if not a 
response would be triggered

• Most risks can be managed at 
acceptable cost – if not, trigger for 
retreat
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• Most effective responses
• Economies of scale
• Benefits beyond front line properties
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• Benefits beyond front line properties
• Engages the community
• Considers infrastructure
• Coastal Action Plans as a framework
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• Guidelines from other precedents but 
needs community debate

• Probably varies – asset type, location 
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• Private dwellings: acceptable risk �  
insurable risk
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Property owners, others benefiting from 
risk management should bear the cost

• VCS Policy  2.1.7: new developments 
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bear cost now
• Long term : existing property pays too
• Transition period �  25 years?
• If not, subsidising people to live in risky 

areas



• Dunes, wetlands and salt marshes will 
need to move inland in undeveloped areas 
if we are not to lose vital habitat

• Often blocked by roads or development
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• Often blocked by roads or development
• We need to decide how much elbow room 

to allow these natural features & secure it
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